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AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 

UNCLAS SECTION 1 OF 2 LUANDA 0615 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT AO 

SUBJECT: LUANDA PRESS MAY 17 - 19 

SATURDAY MAY 17 

1. RETURNING FROM TWO DAYS IN ANGOLA, PORTUGUESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER MELO ANTUNES TOLD METROPOLITAN JOURNALISTS THAT THE 
SITUATION IN ANGOLA IS "WORRISOME" AND "CAN BE STABILIZED AND 
PEACE AND TRANQUILITY GUARANTEED ONLY WITH THE DECISIVE 
INTERVENTION OE THE PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES." 

2. FNLA'S POLITICAL BUREAU ISSUED A COMMUNIUUE STATING THAT 
THE "VOICE OF FREE ANGOLA" WILL BEGIN TRANSMISSION AGAIN 
SATURDAY, 17, DEDICATING ITS PROGRAMS EXCLUSIVELY TO THE 
"MOBILIZATION, POLITICAL ORIENTATION AND IDEOLOGICAL 
FORMATION OF THE ANGOLAN MASSES." 

3. UNITA PRESIDENT JONAS SAVIMBI LEFT LUANDA FOR NOVA 
LISBOA AND LUSO MAY 17. HE TOLD REPORTERS HE WOULD 
INVESTIGATE THE RECENT ARMED INCIDENTS IN THOSE CITIES. 
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4. JOSE EDUARDO, A MEMBER OE MPLA'S POLITICAL DUREAU, 

HAS ENDED A VISIT TO SENEGAL. HIS OBJECTIVE WAS TO 
EXPLAIN THE ANGOLAN SITUATION TO PRESIDENT SENGHOR. 

EDUARDO SAID MPLA IS MAKING EVERY EEEORT TO "SWEEP AWAY" 

THE PROSPECT OE CIVIL WAR, ADDING THAT HIS MOVEMENT IS 
COUNTING ON THE SUPPORT OF THE SENEGALESE GOVERNMENT 
DURING THIS PHASE OE TRANSITION AND NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION. 

5. PORTUGUESE PORT WORKERS MET MAY 16 TO RECEIVE AN ANSWER 
TO THEIR APRIL 9 PETITION TO THE MINISTER OE COMMUNICATIONS 
AND TRANSPORTS REQUESTING TRANSPORTATION OP THEIR PAMILIES 

TO PORTUGAL. THE ANSWER WAS NOT SATISPACTORY AND THE WORKERS 
RESOLVED TO STRIKE IP THE GOVERNMENT PAILS TO REVERSE ITSELF. 

SUNDAY MAY 18 

1. IN RESPONSE TO ANTUNES' MAY 16 STATEMENT, PNLA SAID THAT 

ANY PORTUGUESE INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA ON BEHALP OP MPLA WOULD 
PROVOKE A MASSIVE REBELLION. 

2. THE HIGH COMMISSIONER SILVA CARDOSO, ACCUSED MPLA OP HAVING 
DISTRIBUTED WEAPONS INDISCRIMINATELY TO CIVILIANS, INCLUDING 
CHILDREN. IN AN INTERVIEW IN "0 EXPRESSO" (A PORTUGUESE 
WEEKLY) CARDOSO STATED THE SITUATION IN ANGOLA IS CAPABLE 

OP DEGENERATING INTO CHAOS. CARDOSO EMPHASIZED THE PROBLEM 
OP LACK OP LEADERSHIP IN ANGOLA. WHO WOULD IMPOSE LAW AND 
ORDER - THE PORTUGUESE MILITARY AUTHORITIES, OR THE LEADERS 
OP THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS? HE SUGGESTED THAT UN TROOPS 
MAY HAVE TO INTERVENE TO RESTORE PUBLIC ORDER. (THE PRESS 
NOTED THAT THIS WAS THE PIRST TIME A HIGH PORTUGUESE 
OPFICIAL HAD ADMITTED SUCH A POSSIBILITY.) 

3. ALL POREIGN EXCHANGE TRANSPERS WILL BE SUSPENDED FROM 
MAY 18TH TO JUNE 17. THIS INCLUDES TRANSFERS FOR PAYMENTS 
OP SALARIES, 

VACATIONS, EMERGENCIES AS WELL AS THE EXPORT OP 
PRIVATE CAPITAL BY INDIVIDUALS. 

4. THE COUNCIL OP MINISTERS POR ECONOMIC APPAIRS MET 
THURSDAY, MAY 15 AND THE FOLLOWING MEASURES, AMONG OTHERS 
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NOT DIVULGED, WERE AGREED UPON: 

A. THE PINAL TEXT OP THE LADOR LAW WAS APPROVED AND WILL BE 
PUBLISHED IN THE OPPICIAL BULLETIN. 

B. A SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION OP 114 MILLION ESCUDOS 
(US$4.6 MILLION) WILL BE GIVEN THE POSTAL AND TELEPHONE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


COMPANY. 

C. THE PROBLEMS OF PUBLIC TRANSIT WERE STUDIED AND GUIDE- 
LINES FOR INCREASING THE NUMBER OF TAXIS AND THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF LICENSES FOR SUCH WERE DECIDED UPON. 

D. THE HOUSING COUNCIL WAS AUTHORIZED A HALF MILLION 
ESCUDOS (US$20,000) TO RAPIDLY DEVELOP A CIVIL CONSTRUCTION 
PLAN IN THE SPIRIT OF THE ECONOMIC PLAN. 

E. CONTINUATION OF THE PROJECT TO HEIGHTEN THE DAM AT 
CAMBAMBE WAS CONFIRMED AS WELL AS PLANS FOR A NEW CENTRAL 
POWER SUBSTATION. 

F. A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF THE FORTHCOMING LAND LAW WAS 
BEGUN. 
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MONDAY MAY 19 

1. IN A MAY 18 INTERVIEW MPLA PRESIDENT AGOSTINHO NETO 
EXPRESSED HIMSELF ON THE CAUSES OF VIOLENCE ("A RACE FOR 
POWER"), EUROPEAN TECHNICIANS ("SHOULD STAY UNTIL REPLACED"), 
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MPLA ARMING OF CIVILIANS ("THEY ARMED THEMSELVES"), CABINDA 
("ALL MOVEMENTS HAVE COMMITTED THEMSELVES TO DEFEND IT"), A 

NEA SUMMIT MEETING ("IT'S NECESSARY AND PORTUGUESE 
PARTICIPATION IS A MUST"), AND ELECTIONS ("WE MUST TRY TO 
HAVE THEM"). 

2. MPLA'S LOPO DE NASCIMENTO (PRESIDENTIAL COUNCIL) AND 
RUI MONTEIRO (MINISTER OF INFORMATION) ARE IN NOVA LISBOA 

EXORTING THEIR NEW SOLDIERS TO DEFEND THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE'S 
INTERESTS. 

3. THE DEPARTURE OF MANY WHITE TECHNICIANS HAS 
SERIOUSLY AFFECTED THE FISHING INDUSTRY AND MANY 
TRAWLERS HAVE ALREADY STOPPED FISHING. HOWEVER THE 
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MEMBERS OF THE EISHING INDUSTRY UNION SAY THEY ARE NOT 
JUST "CROSSING THEIR ARMS," BUT ARE LOOKING FOR 
SOLUTIONS WITH A VIEW TOWARDS RESOLVING THE CRISIS AND 
SAFEGUARDING THE NATIONAL ECONOMY. 
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